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Acknowledgement of Country ﬁ\‘l\%

GOVERNMENT

Energy Corporation of New South Wales acknowledges that it stands on Aboriginal land. We
acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land and show our respect for Elders past and
present through thoughtful and collaborative approaches to our work, seeking to demonstrate
our ongoing commitment to providing places in which Aboriginal people are included socially,
culturally and economically.




Agenda

NSW

GOVERNMENT

Welcome

Acknowledgment of Country

Hunter Transmission Project EIS update
A Temporary workers accommodation
A Traffic and Transport

A Biodiversity

Council Commissioning Payments

Hunter Conservation Investment Strategy (DCCEEW)

HCC REZ Network Upgrades (Ausgrid) -Review of Environmental
Factors -Exhibition themes and responses

The Energy Corporation of NSW (EnergyCo)

Chair 1 minute

Rodney Groves

HTP First Nations Lead 2 minutes
gzt?)[yiel\cjlvcvé)nallig O GRIILEE
Darren Clarke 5 minutes
Kelly Carberry 15 minutes
Amanda Stephinson 15 minutes

Jason Wall



Agenda Wi

Port to REZ and Newcastle Logistics Precinct updates Sl SEEEe 10 minutes

Lemuel Yeung
Regional Outcome Initiatives

A Procurement Capability Uplift Program

A Jobs guide Darren Clarke 20 minutes
A First Nations Workforce Readiness

A Hunter Businesses Prospectus-Net Zero Economy Authority

General Business

Meeting schedule for 2025:
3 November -Cessnock City Council

Chair 2 minutes

Note: Meetings to be held first Monday of the month from 10am -
12noon
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Hunter Transmission Project EIS update

Peter Redwin- HTP Executive Project Director
Carolyn McCallig-HTP Planning and Environment Lead




Hunter Transmission Project updates ﬁ\_ssc,\{;

GOVERNMENT

Project update and next steps
EIS Update:

A Construction Support Sites
A Traffic and Transport

A Biodiversity

Engagement:

A Pre-EIS

A During EIS

The Energy Corporation of NSW (EnergyCo) 6



HTP project update - Next steps Ru\‘!s%

RNMENT
Key planning milestones

b

September 1 (tbd) Environmental Impact Assessment lodgement

CSSl declaration

September x 4 wks EIS public exhibition (4x weeks)

Scoping report submitted to DPHI

October/ November Prepare & lodge Submissions Report

Secretary’s environmental

: Aug 2024 assessment requirements
(SEARSs) issued

A Analyses the issues raised

A Describes what’s been done to address issues 2024 to mic- T
raised £3e5
] ] . Mid to late EIS on public exhibition
A Updates merits of the project and incorporates 2025

the findings of any further assessment or
community engagement

Prepare submissions report
responding to issues raised
through exhibition

December Planning Department publishes assessment
report and ask the consent authority to
determine the project

Project determination

Construction starts

Late 2029

Operation starts
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Accommodation and Construction Support Sites ﬁ\“!si\}ﬁ

GOVERNMENT

Temporary worker accommodation and construction compounds are a requirement of the Planning Secretary's
Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARS).

To support the HTP delivery, 5 temporary construction support sites, 3 with accommodation facilities, proposed to
house the mobile construction workforce.

A Hebden Road, Muswellbrook (up to 300 workers)
Pikes Gully Road, Howick facilities

Wollombi Road, Millfield

Gouldsville Road, Gouldsville (up to 180 workers)

o To Io Do

Freemans Drive, Cooranbong (up to 300 workers)

These sites

A Do not negatively impact on local housing assess or affordability

A Avoid long-term land use

A Places workers close to construction areas and reduces travel time
A Self-contained and temporary
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Construction Support Sites ﬁ\‘l\%

GOVERNMENT

Construction support sites will be used as the base for construction activities,
and may include:

demountable accommodation and offices
workforce amenities (e.g. kitchens and recreation areas)

processing facilities (concrete batching, aggregate crushing, grinding and
screening)

helicopter landing pad and support facilities (emergency and support
stringing activities)

utilities such as electricity and water
parking areas and bus stops
equipment, materials and gas storage
generators

o Jo Io Io Do Do Io Do I»

laydown, hardstand and workshops.
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Traffic and transport -EIS Assessment ﬁ\‘l\%

GOVERNMENT

A The Project Secretary's Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARs) defines the requirements to
be addressed by the EIS

A This includes the requirement for traffic and transport impacts to be considered, including:
I Assessment of the Project impact on capacity, condition, safety and efficiency for the road and rail

network

i Detail mitigation measures to manage Project impacts (e.g. road upgrades, proposed traffic control
measures)

i Include consultation with relevant road/rail authorities (e.g. TFNSW, Councils, ARTC)
I Include a cumulative assessment of traffic from nearby developments
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Traffic and transport - Basis of assessment ﬁ“’s“\{ﬁ

GOVERNMENT

Construction support Indicative maximum daily movements
A Each construction support site generates sites (peak construction)
construction traffic
A We assess worst case scenario based on Light vehicles Heavy vehicles
peak \_/olumeg across road network Hebden Road 434 406
associated with each construction
support site Pikes Gully Road 378 335

A Construction will be progressive and
staged therefore maximum numbers
represents most conservative approach Wollombi Road 378 335
to assessment

Gouldsville Road 434 406

Freemans Drive 562 480
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Traffic and transport —-Overview ﬁ\‘!s‘i\{ﬁ

GOVERNMENT

The traffic and transport assessment for the project

considered: The EIS will identify routes for worker

travel, equipment transport,
material/resource delivery, and
oversize/overmass vehicles.

il
57

A Using existing roads and tracks to reduce impacts

A Building new tracks only where needed, in consultation
with landowners Information about traffic numbers and

: : : : : 9.\ vehicle movements has been compiled

A Upgradlrjg roads and intersections (e.g. widening or o support assessment.

resurfacing) along key routes
A Approvals to cross roads and rail lines with transmission ~ Peakttraftf_'c pe_rl'lol‘t Ol'”rg”g(s : .

. . construction witt LIKety be b-/am an

wires (TFNSW, Councils, ARTC). =i 5-6pm, aligning with planned workers'
A Understand cumulative impacts by coordinated with major shifts. | | |

projects like New England REZ, Central West Orana REZ, Some roads and intersections will be

Singleton Bypass, and Golden Highway upgrades.

undertaken progressively over the

A upgraded and works will be
<& . .
project duration
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Traffic and transport -North
Muswellbrook and Singleton
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Key traffic and transport elements:

A Construction support sites at Hebden Road, Pikes Gully
Road and Gouldsville Road will be the source of most
construction traffic

A Construction vehicle access is required to the
transmission line at several locations, the existing
transmission infrastructure and Bayswater South
switching station

A Main construction routes via state highways (New
England Highway and Golden Highway), which may feed
to regional and local roads for access

A Construction traffic will include both light and heavy
vehicles, and roads will be used progressively over the
project duration
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Traffic and transport -Central -Cessnock WL
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Ove rVI eW GOVERNMENT
Broke et . \BS//Z' Key traffic and transport elements:
A Construction support site at Wollombi Road will
be the source of most construction traffic
Pokolbin Pokolbin .

State F t \ : i i '
SIS A Construction vehicle access is required to the

CESSNOCK,“ transmission line at several locations
Mount _ T = Wer

View ~7
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= Conservation/Aréa Wollombi Road which feed to local and forestry
roads for access
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Traffic and transport -Lake Macquarie Ak
Ove rVieW GOVERNMENT
S— Quorrobolong o Key traffic and transport elements:
StElefaes '. <~~~ A Construction support site at Freemans
Suser 4 Drive will be the source of most
. gy construction traffic
Congewai \Watagans ’ Il
National Park ) Fr/e_timans Drive
A Construction vehicle access is required

to:
A transmission line at several points

Eraring Pow:«
A Olney switching station and
Eraring substation.

Watagan
State Forest

Olney State
Forest
/} ," \ Morisset
P /
ey Switching IR A A Y A Main construction routes are via
Statih o’ & | Freemans Drive and the M1, which feed
:ﬁ \ to local and forestry roads for access
Jillibv State” ” & R
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Traffic and transport-South-Central Coast

Overview
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Key traffic and transport elements:
<.~ A Construction support site at Freemans

Drive will be the source of most
construction traffic

Construction vehicle access is required
to the transmission line at several
locations as well as Olney switching
station .

Main construction routes are via
Freemans Drive and the M1, which feed
to local and forestry roads for access
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16



Biodiversity ﬁ\%%

GOVERNMENT

Clearing of around 761 ha of native vegetation (546 ha of full clearing, 215 ha of partial)

A 40% in a disturbed condition (96.81 ha derived grasslands and 186 ha thinned/poor/plantation woodlands)
A 207 hais BC Act listed (7) TECs (124 ha of full clearing, 83 ha partial)
A 158 hais EPBC Act (3) TECs (91 ha of full clearing, 67 ha partial)

Direct impacts to 38 threatened flora species (9 confirmed present, 29 assumed)

A 36 species listed under the BC Act, of these 22 are also listed under the EPBC Act
A 2 species listed under the EPBC Act only

Direct impacts to 28 threatened fauna species (26 confirmed present, 2 assumed)

A All species listed under the BC Act and 15 species also listed under the EPBC Act

Serious and irreversible impacts entities: 2 TECs (16.6 ha), 8 threatened flora (3 confirmed present, 5 assumed) and 7

threatened fauna species (5 confirmed present, 2 assumed)

Indirect impacts (line strike and EMF): 4 threatened bird species

Prescribed impacts (habitat connectivity): 4 threatened mammal species

The Energy Corporation of NSW (EnergyCo) is part of the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) 17



Biodiversity ﬁ\\l\%

Targeted mitigation measures, including (but not Offset liability (234,753 total credits), comprising: “"*=™"

limited to): A 17087 ecosystem credits associated with direct
impacts
A Mapped locations to target avoidance and

minimisation of TECs, threatened species habitats A 29,671 flora species credits associated with direct

and connectivity during detailed design impacts
A Sensitive biodiversity areas requiring specific A 180,325 fauna species credits associated with direct
clearing controls targeting: impacts
A Recorded threatened flora species A 7670 additional species credits associated with
A Breeding habitat for threatened species indirect and prescribed impacts.
(Amphibians, Microbats, Gang-gang Cockatoo
and Sooty Owl) EnergyCo intends to enter into a Strategic Offset
A Riparian zones (5m buffer from top of bank) Delivery Agreement in accordance with Clause 6.2 and
A Myrtle Rust Management Plan to minimise impacts Schedule 1 of the Biodiversity Conservation Regulation
on Scrub Turpentine
2017.

A Nine locations identified for habitat connectivity
structures (targeting 4 BC Act species -Squirrel
Glider, Yellow-bellied Glider and Greater Glider)

The Energy Corporation of NSW (EnergyCo) is part of the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) 18



Engagement Pre EIS (July - August) ﬁ\%%

GOVERNMENT

Targeted Notifications
A Letter to sensitive receivers impacted by traffic and haulage routes

A Letters to landowners and key stakeholders outlining exhibition timing and next steps.
Includes follow-up emails and phone calls 2 days before exhibition.

Community Engagement

A In-person engagement sessions in Morisset, Muswellbrook, Broke, Cessnock,
Cooranbong, and Singleton.

Media and Public Awareness

A Radio, print, and digital advertising campaign (from mid-August) to raise early
awareness of the upcoming EIS public exhibition.

A eNewsletter to explain exhibition timing and how to provide feedback.
Stakeholder Briefings

A MP briefings with communications pack. Includes emails and phone calls 2 days before
exhibition.

A Council staff briefings. Includes emails and phone calls 2 days before exhibition.
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Engagement during EIS (August - September) ﬁ\%%

GOVERNMENT

Targeted notifications

A Letter to all sensitive receivers impacted by traffic and transport.

A Invitation to landowners, key community groups to attend drop-in sessions

Community engagement

A In-person engagement sessions in Morisset, Cessnock, Maitland, Muswellbrook, Wyong, Singleton
A Surveys and webinars

Media and public awareness

A Radio, print, and digital advertising campaign (end August - September) to build awareness of the EIS
public exhibition and promote pop ups and information sessions.

Video explaining the HTP project, what the EIS is and how to make a submission
eNewsletter that public exhibition has commenced.

p SIS S

Posters on noticeboards in shopping centres, libraries, council centres, community halls and other
community noticeboards

Stakeholder briefings
A Information packs for key stakeholders including LACL’s, Councils, MPs and community groups

The Energy Corporation of NSW (EnergyCo) 20
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Council Commissioning Payments

Darren Clarke -Director Regional Coordination

21
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Hunter Conservation Investment Strategy
(DCCEEW)

Kelly Carbery -Manager Strategic Projects, DCCEEW
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Regional conservation
Investment

9

Hunter Central Coast REZ

July 2025

_ _ Y
Planning, Offsets, Threatened Species and Ecosystems ‘\\__V__’)'
NSW
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Hunter Central Coast REZ

Over 7000 square kilometres

1 GW of renewable energy
generation capacity and about
140 km of new transmission

Over 200,000 biodiversity
credits needed -significant
investment in conservation in the
region

A significant opportunity for
large-scale integrated
conservation in the region

Existing 132 kV Network
Existing 330 kV Network
Existing 500 kV Network
Potential future
Commonwealth Offshore
Wind Zone




Other conservation programs

NSW National Parks
Establishment Plan 2008

Biodiversity Conservation
Investment Strategy 2018

i

o
e

Biodiversity Conservation
Investment Strategy 2018

-

New South Wales
National Parks
Establishment Plan 2008

o

»
., /
ing ourSpecies
Landscape speciesstrategy

Together we can secure threatened s i
species in NSW y

Saving Our Species
Key threatening

processes strategy strategy

Saving Our Species
Landscape species

NSW

GOVERNMENT

LLS Natural
Resource
Management Plan

Investing in Private
Land Conservation (BCT)

PN Westen ey Covemarsen Tt

Investing in Private
Land Conservation
row s

Sesesity Corssreation st

NSW Koala Strategy
2022-23 annual report

NSW Koala
Strategy
(DCCEEW)
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Conservation assets of the HCC REZ Ak
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Significant conservation assets include:

Watagans and Werakata National

Parks and several State Forests Hunter River and

significant tributaries

28 threatened ecological Around 1300 hectares Travelling
communities (TECs) Stock Reserves

Large intact areas of native

203 threatened species :
vegetation

TECs and species are under threat from:

x Mining-related ” Feral animals & weeds A Climate change

Impacts

26



Conservation Investment Strategies

Use environmental data sets to identify high value areas and priority species

for conservation investment

Under
reserved
landscapes

High value
habitat

+ Muswellordok
i ‘l\;‘ :

L

Hunter Region
Major Rivers
I National parks.
I state forests

Biodiversity stewar
I agreements & privi
conservati

nservation
[ Crov land traveli
reserves i

Connectivity

] HCC REZ area

High value

I rational parks
I state forests

R connectivity

uniti
P Habitat for more species

Habitat for fewer species

Hunter Region

I national parks

I state forests
Biodiversity stewardship

B agreements & private land
consenvation

Sub-landscapes (0%

.
Sub-landscapes (>0% to
<2% reserved)

Sub-landscapes (2% to
<5% reserved)

NSW

GOVERNMENT

Hunter Region
Il National parks
I state forests

Biodiversity stewardship
agreements & private land
conservation

Ecological condition
I Higher

Lower

Ecological
condition
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Coordinating investment to optimise outcomes ﬁ%%

GOVERNMENT

Connect vegetation & habitat
Large-scale restoration effort

Targeted species recovery projects

Landscape scale threat management

o ¥ Muswellbrook
Rl * -
i . 2
2 /N4

- 4
\

Implementation:

A Strategic offset delivery agreements

OSmgleon

A Landholders interested in private land
conservation

- . = <
Nelson Bay

P e

A Partnerships with community, landholders
and Aboriginal people

D HCC REZ area

Hunter Region

I \ational parks

State forests

A Existing conservation programs

A Future nature markets

Biodiversity stewardship
agreements & private land
conservation

Priority investment area

=90 Example priority outcomes
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Opportunities

A Input on priorities in the strategy

A Opportunities for new revenue sources
through biodiversity stewardship (including
for LALCs)

A Employment and business opportunities for
the region

A Build on existing conservation work in region
A Stewardship Support Program

The Stewardship Support Program is open for
applications until 17th August 2025.

S

GOVERNMENT
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