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The Energy Corporation of NSW (EnergyCo) is part of the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW)



For Official use only



•

•

•

•



For Official use only



OFFICIAL

•

•

• Critical enabling component that complements Port to REZ

• Provides additional portside storage to accommodate the 

large number of renewable energy components arriving at 

the Port of Newcastle.

• Provides long-term and broad benefits for port users and 

other industries.

• Creates opportunities for local business, suppliers and 

workforces
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Newcastle Logistics Precinct - Intertrade Site

Key Features 

• 52-hectare government owned site

• Construction of hardstand area and internal access roads 

• Operation of mobile equipment

• Bridging structures over existing stormwater channels for access 

and egress

• Associated stormwater drainage to manage stormwater flows and 

water quality across

• Utility adjustments, staff amenities, carpark and other ancillary 

infrastructure to facilitate operation of the project 

Timeframes

• March 2025 – Scoping report submitted

• Late 2025 – EIS public exhibition for stakeholder & community 

feedback and submissions

• Mid 2026 - DPHI assesses the Project, and the Minister makes a 

determination.

• Late 2026: If approved, construction of the Project commences
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The project:

> 110km of transmission line
> 2 new switching stations (Bayswater 
and Olney)
> Upgrade to Bayswater and Eraring 
substations
> 5 construction support sites
> 3 temporary worker accommodation 
facilities
> New and upgraded access tracks 
> Upgrade to existing 500kV lines
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EIS key issues

• High biodiversity and Aboriginal heritage values in central and southern portions of project

• Potential visual impacts at an assessed moderate level impact, in central area of project 

• Traffic and transport impacts during construction with heavy vehicles using routes across the 

5 LGAs – some upgrade/improvement works are required to mitigate impacts

• Temporary construction noise impacts predicted associated with construction support site 

operation, laydown areas, road traffic noise and road construction works

• Social impact assessment has identified concerns in relation to construction activities and 

impacts to amenity and safety, biodiversity and heritage, visual impacts and 

EMF/telecommunications disruptions
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5 May 2025

Hunter-Central Coast 

REZ Network 

Infrastructure 



This map has spatial representations of the proposed electrical connections. These do not represent specific line easements. 



What is proposed for the network 
infrastructure?



Proposed sub-transmission construction

HCC REZ 



Example of photomontage



The project will direct an estimated total of $3.9 

billion of investment into the Hunter-Central 

Coast region through the network infrastructure 

and associated generation and storage projects 

by 2030. 

Approximately 140 jobs are estimated to be 

created during the construction period including 

engineers, electricians and labourers. It will 

further support a total 1,000 indirect jobs in the 

region during the peak of construction. 

Employment and 

business opportunities 

In addition to the economic and employment 

opportunities created for the local community, the 

nature of the project, being predominantly 

upgrades to the existing distribution network, 

minimises community and environmental impacts. 

For example:

• The upgrades will be mostly on Ausgrid’s 

existing land, minimising the need for land 

acquisitions. The new switching station at the 

north-eastern bank of Lake Liddell (Antiene 

switching station) will be on Crown Land.

• We are using poles not lattice towers that 

would be needed for a new higher voltage 

transmission project. 

Land impacts

Ausgrid has also made commitments to provide Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander peoples with business and 

employment opportunities. This includes:

• ensuring Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 

gain at least 1.5 percent of business and employment 

opportunities 

• connecting local Indigenous businesses with 

opportunities through the Hunter-Central Coast First 

Nations Working Group, briefing organisations such as 

the Industry Capability Network and Supply Nation, 

and leveraging partnerships with groups such as 

Giidjaa Industries (which connects skilled Indigenous 

personnel with companies) and the NSW Indigenous 

Chamber of Commerce (which lists prequalified 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander businesses). 

Aboriginal Participation 

Local Benefits



Activity timeline – Ausgrid

• Site 

investigations

• Community and 

stakeholder 

consultation

Late 2024 – early 2025

• Refine design

• Ongoing site 

investigations

Early – mid 2025

• AER 

approval

• Detailed 

design and 

early works

Start of 

transmission 

line and 

substation 

construction 

works

Early 2026Mid 2025 Mid – late 2025 Mid 2028

• Submit Revenue 

Proposal to AER

• Environmental 

Planning (REF) 

out for 

consultation

Commission 

and 

commence 

operations

Today



We will be hosting information sessions throughout the REF period. Community members are invited to attend the sessions below to learn more about the project.

Webinars

Monday 19 May 2025

6.30pm - 7:15pm -Register here to attend.

Tuesday 20 May 2025

12.30pm - 1:15pm-Register here to attend.

In the webinar sessions in February, questions were asked of the project team. Responses to those questions are available here.

Drop in sessions

Thursday 15 May 2025

Singleton Library, between 4pm - 6pm

Wednesday 21 May 2025

Muswellbrook Library, between 4pm - 6pm

Thursday 22 May 2025

Branxton Community Hall, between 4pm - 6pm

Sunday 25 May 2025

Valley Markets Townhead Park Singleton, between 9am - 1pm
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Upcoming REF engagement

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/a933ad7a-3315-48b6-988e-4105d0b18f1f@11302428-4f10-4c14-a17f-b368bb82853d
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/18f3873a-70f1-40fb-84ea-a7e9468701ae@11302428-4f10-4c14-a17f-b368bb82853d
https://yoursay.ausgrid.com.au/app/webroot/js/admin_js/kcfinder/upload/ausgrid/files/HCC%20REZ_Feb_webinar_Q%26As.pdf


Contact the HCC REZ project team
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