
In progress 

Project Intended 
maximum 
network 
capacity 

Development status 

REZ 
declaration 

Preliminary 
transmission 
corridor 

Network 
operator 
procurement 

Access 
scheme 
declaration 

Authorisation/ 
cost 
determination 

Planning 
approvals 

Financial 
close 

Construction Operation 

Central-West Orana REZ 3-6 GW* 

New England REZ 8 GW 

South West REZ** 2.5 GW 

Hunter-Central Coast REZ 1 GW 

Illawarra REZ 1 GW 

Hunter Transmission 
Project (Stage 1) 

5 GW 

Waratah Super Battery 0.9 GW 

Not applicable Complete 

Progress  on EnergyCo projects in 2023 
EnergyCo isÁ the Infrastructure Planner for NSW’sÁ first five Renewable Energy Zones (REZs),Á the Hunter 
Transmission Project and the  Waratah Super Battery. 
After a REZ isÁ declared byÁ the Minister for Energy,Á oneÁ of EnergyCo’sÁ first jobs isÁ 
to select the  company responsible for building the network infrastructure needed.  
The network for each REZ must then be  developed along a path set by both the  
Electricity Infrastructure Investment (EII) Act 2020  and the  Environmental Planning  
and Assessment (EPA) Act 1979. 

Most REZs  will have an access scheme  that allows large-scale generation and 
storage pr ojects to  connect to the ne twork.  

A similar process is followed for the Hunter Transmission Project and Waratah 
Super Battery.  

This  table sets  out the progress made for each of these projects in 2023 to  date.  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 

 

EnergyCo End of Year Snapshot Highlights 2023 

*A draft declaration to increase  the intended maximum network capacity  to 6 GW was released for 
public  consultation on 7 August 2023. 
**Network infrastructure  delivered through Transgrid's Project EnergyConnect under the National 
Electricity Rules. 



EnergyCo key milestones 2023 

12 January 

Agreement with 
NSW Department of 
Planning to establish 
dedicated resources  
for assessment of 
major energy  projects 

23 February  

Planning approval 
granted for Waratah 
Super Battery 

27 February  

Declaration made  
for Illawarra REZ 
(all fiv e REZs now Á
declared) 

2 March 

Draft Access  
Scheme declaration 
for South West REZ 

29 March 

First towers  
erected in Project 
EnergyConnect within 
South West REZ** 

27 April 

First-ranked 
proponent for Central-
West Orana REZ 
transmission project 
released 

28 April 

Liddell Power Station 
closure 

25 May 

Inaugural Network 
Infrastructure Strategy  
published 

31 May 

Construction begins  
on the Waratah Super 
Battery 

1 June 

Identific ation of theÁ 
preliminary study  
corridor for the  
New England REZ 
transmission project 

1 June 

Exhibition of the  
preliminary study  
corridor for New  
England REZ 
transmission project for 
public consultation 

12 July 

Partnership with Port 
of Newcastle  to identify  
opportunities to su pport 
renewable energy  
industries in NSW 

7 August 

Proposal to amend  
the declaration of 
the  Central- West 
Orana REZ to increase  
network capacity  to  
6GW 

5 September 

Agreement with 
Transport for NSW to  
facilitate the r ollout 
of Renewable Energy  
Zones with road 
improvements 

28 September 

Environmental Impact 
Statement for Central-
West Orana REZ 
released for public  
consultation 

20 November 

Exhibition of 
the preliminary  
corridor for Hunter 
Transmission Project 
for public consultation 

27 November 

Agreement between 
TAFE NSW and 
EnergyCo t o deliver 
online renewable  
energy sector 
microskills course 

Key 
CoordinateÁ theÁ design and deliveryÁ of NSW’sÁ fiv eÁ 
Renewable Energy Zones 

Plan and tender delivery  of the required network 
infrastructure projects 

Implement access  schemes to  connect valuable  
assets to the ne twork 

Consult with communities  and coordinate  new  
investment in infrastructure and services 

**Network infrastructure  delivered through Transgrid's Project EnergyConnect under the National Electricity R

Period includes 1 January 2023 to 8 December 2023. 
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