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CWO REZ Access Scheme Issues Paper  

Reach Solar energy (Reach) is pleased to provide its response to the Energy Security Board (ESB) 

discussion paper entitled “Renewable Energy Zones - Access Scheme, Issues Paper” (Paper) dated 

March 2021. 

By way of background, Reach is a developer of large-scale solar photovoltaic (PV) and distribution 

connected energy storage projects.  Reach management (www.reachsolarenergy.com.au) have a 

proven track record with development, large-scale capital raising and operations, for both energy 

and infrastructure projects in across Australia and internationally. 

In mid 2017, Reach raised $500m of project finance for Bungala One and Two, 2 x 110MWac solar PV 

in South Australia.  Reach is currently developing 450MWac as the first stage of a 900MWac solar PV 

and 70MWh energy storage consented site in NSW, and sub 5MW distribution-connected batteries in 

South Australia. 

Responses to the specific questions raised in the Paper are provided in the attached NSW Planning 

Submission Form.  In summary: 

Option 1 is preferred. Renewable projects will need to balance connecting outside of 

the REZ (as there remains pockets of under-utilised grid infrastructure, and more as fossil-fuels exit), 

against the additional cost and non-NEM features of the REZ Access Scheme. 

The National Electricity Market (NEM) provides incentives to increase utilisation by installing energy 

storage behind the connection point (generation and/ or load), and the market is changing.   The 

latest being a proposed two (2) second fast frequency response market by the AEMC, and a 

suggestion by the Energy Security Board of capacity being valued (generation and/ or load 

management).  

Intuitively, energy storage co-located with generation (or load) is likely to have a lower cost than 

energy storage connected at higher voltages. 

No lessening of competition.  There is a real risk the barriers to new entrants are 

increased by the REZ Access Scheme and the detailed terms of the NSW Roadmap.  It is critical the 

LTESA terms are designed properly and do not increase the barrier to new-entrants and in turn 

lessen competition.  The NSW Government LTESA tender should permit all NSW renewable projects 






